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Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 

I hope this letter finds you all well.  I know it has been a long tough 2020 but we still have the ultimate 
reason for thankfulness, a Savior and Lord in Jesus.  As we enter this season of thankfulness and 
remembering who the ultimate gift is let us share our hope with the world.  Even though this season 
will likely be different in many ways for all of us, the reason we celebrate, the person we celebrate, 
Jesus, has not changed.  It is this truth and this truth alone that we must anchor ourselves to as we 
face uncertainty now but certain hope in the future.  So Happy Thanksgiving, thank God for all the 
many blessings we have and most of all for that baby born over 2,000 years ago. 
 

As we have continued to adapt our obedient Jesus centered worship and gatherings to pandemic 
considerations it has become obvious that this pandemic is just one more thing that Satan can and 
has used to divide and distract the children of God.  It is this realization that has brought me to 
Jesus’s prayers in the garden.  Of all the things Jesus could have prayed for us what did he 
pray?  That we would be in one with God and one with each another.  Unified in the Spirit for His 
work. 
 
20 I pray not only for these, but also for those who believe in me through their word. 21 May they all be one, as 
you, Father, are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us, so that the world may believe you sent me. 22 I 
have given them the glory you have given me, so that they may be one as we are one. 23 I am in them and you 
are in me, so that they may be made completely one, that the world may know you have sent me and have 
loved them as you have loved me. (John 17:20-23) 

 

So while we can disagree about earthly things and may even disagree on some heavenly things we 
find in God’s word, with Jesus in us and Jesus as our focus the other things should fade 
away.  Differences don’t need to be divisive if we are all saturated in Jesus’s loving Spirit.  Sin and 
Satan are what separate and we need to stay steadfast against them so we can be holy as God is 
holy.  
 
13 Now I am coming to you, and I speak these things in the world so that they may have my joy completed in 
them. 14 I have given them your word. The world hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am not 
of the world. 15 I am not praying that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. 
16 They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 17 Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. 18 As 
you sent me into the world, I also have sent them into the world. 19 I sanctify myself for them, so that they also 
may be sanctified by the truth. (John 17:13-19) 

 

We are not of this world and we cannot let the priorities and prizes of this world dictate our 
lives.  God’s word and Jesus’s work to secure our eternity has to remain the most important thing for 
each of us.  God did not desire for us to just set up heavenly colonies to enjoy in isolation but He 
intends for each of us to serve as ambassadors, to represent Him to a world that is guided, tricked, 
and fooled by Satan.  In a time when truth can be elusive, we know we have one source for truth that 
we can always count on, always believe in, and that is God’s Word found in the Bible.   
 

Jesus knew Satan would try to divide us, try to hurt us, try to defeat us through loss and pain and so 
Jesus prayed for us.  Because of Jesus’s prayers for us, because of Jesus’s sanctifying work of 
salvation, because of Jesus’s work in us we can face these times with confidence and hope in Jesus 
and Jesus alone.  As we face loss, hurt, and pain in what seems like rapid fire in these days, hold on 
to Jesus, don’t allow Satan power he does not have.     
 

 

With the Love of Jesus, Pastor Scott Harris 


